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Birth and Early Years of
Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Date of Birth: 6 July 1901

* Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was born to Sir Ashutosh
Mookerjee and Smti. Jogmaya Debi.

= He was born in Calcutta (now Kolkata), in the Bengal

Presidency of British India on 6 July 1901.

* He had four siblings

Formative Influence of Family

= His father, Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee, was a judge at the Calcutta
High Court and was one of the most revered figures in Indian
education who twice served as Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta
University.

= The family’s deep involvement in education and cultural
leadership instilled in him a strong commitment to knowledge,
national identity, and public life.
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Personal Life
Date of marriage: 16 April 1922

Marriage in his early twenties

= While pursuing his M.A., Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee married
Sudha Devi, the granddaughter of poet Behari Lal Chakravarty
and related to Rabindranath Tagore through her uncle Sarat
Kumar Chakravarty.

An Union Cut Short by Tragedy

* In 1934, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee suffered a deep personal
loss when his wife, Sudha Devi, passed away at the age of 24
due to double pneumonia.

= He was just 32 and left with the responsibility of raising their four
young children. His sister-in-law, Tara Devi, helped raise the
children with affection and discipline.

Unwavering commitment to public life
= Despite this devastating loss, Dr. Mookerjee balanced his duties
as a father with an unwavering commitment to public service.



Educational Milestones
An erudite scholar (1)

1906
Joined Mitra Institution,
Bhawanipore Branch, in

class Il (23 July)

1919

Passed Intermediate
Examination in Arts in first
division from Presidency

College, Calcutta.

1923

Passed M.A., First Class
First in Bengali Language
and Literature from Calcutta
University.

1917

Passed Matriculation Exam
from Mitra Institution with
Merit scholarship of Rs. 10/-
per month.

1921

Passed B.A., First Class
First in English Honours,
Presidency College,
Calcutta.
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Educational Milestones
An erudite scholar (2)

1926

e Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee travelled to
London to study law at
Lincoln’s Inn. He quickly
distinguished himself by
representing Calcutta
University at the
Conference of
Universities of the
British Empire.

1924

* He was elected a Fellow
of the University of
Calcutta at 23 years of
age. He was appointed
to the University
Syndicate, filling the
vacancy created by the
passing of his father, Sir
Ashutosh Mookerjee.

1927

 He was called to the Bar
and returned to India to
begin legal practice at
the Calcutta High Court,
first as a Vakil and later
as a Barrister.




| |rst Steps mto
Public Life

Elected on Congress ticket

= In 1929, at just 28, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was elected to
the Bengal Legislative Council from the Calcutta University
constituency as a Congress nominee.

» He took this plunge not out of political ambition, but to safeguard
the interest of the University and the future of the students.

= When Congress decided to boycott legislatures in 1930, he
resigned on principle.

Re elected as an independent candidate. Guided by

conviction, not party lines

» That same year, he was re-elected as an independent, marking
the beginning of his independent public life. guided by
conviction, not party lines.



“Generally speaking, an Indian
university must regard itself as one of
the living organs of national
reconstruction. It must discover the
best means of blending together both
the spiritual and the material aspects
of life. It must equip its alumni
irrespective of caste, creed or sex,
with individual fithess, not for its own
sake, not for merely adorning varied
occupations and professions, but Iin
order to teach them how to merge
their individuality in the common
cause of advancing the progress and
prosperity of their motherland and
upholding the highest traditions of
human civilisation.”

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Youngest Vice Chancellor (33)




Educational Reforms
Curriculum & Language Policy
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Priority & focus on Indian languages

= He was the first to introduce Indian vernacular language as a
subject for the highest examination in Calcutta University when it
was dominated by English alone.

= He introduced Hindi, Bengali, Urdu Honours and Hindi in B.A and

also allowed Ph.D. in Bengali.

» He standardized Bengali spellings; developed scientific terminology.

Introduced new subjects for academic enquiry

= During his tenure as VC of Calcutta University, he launched

Diploma course in Agriculture.

= He not only set up departments for Chinese & Tibetan Studies but
also introduced Geography and Islamic History as academic
disciplines.

Set up institutions to support studies into the past
* Founded the Asutosh Museum, initiated archaeological work.
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A Historic First:
Convocation Address in 18T

Use of Local Language
= On 17 February, 1937, for the first time in the history of the

University of Calcutta, the Convocation Address was delivered
in the local language. (1R<T/Bengali)

Nobel Laureate Tagore gave the convocation address

= Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, persuaded Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore to speak to the graduates in their mother
tongue.

Spotlight on Indian Language

= This symbolic moment marked a cultural assertion of Indian
identity in an institution shaped by colonial traditions.

* |t was a bold affirmation that Indian languages were not just
vehicles of emotion, but of scholarship, dignity, and intellect.
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee as Vice
Chancellor of Calcutta University with Lord
Brabourne Chancellor and Governor of Bengal

in 1937.




Educational Reforms
Student Welfare and Inclusion

More chances for a successful future

* Framed the first College Code, removed age limits.
*» |ntroduced compartmental exams.

= Built a modern Central Library.

Focused on capacity building & empowerment

» Started coaching for civil services aspirants.

= Set up Teachers’ Training Department.

* [ntroduced short-term courses.

= Promoted women’s education.

= (Created Placement Cell to facilitate jobs for students.

Student Welfare: Healthy and Inclusive

» Dr. Syama Prasad abolished segregated hostels; promoted
social integration.

* He expanded health and welfare programs.

Sense of pride and fraternity
= He instituted University Foundation Day (January 24) to
strengthen student—teacher ties.

"



His love for the mother tongue was
intrinsic to his vision of connecting to the

Travel and Experiences in Assam

= Dr. Mookerjee travelled across Assam, immersed himself in its
culture, and worked tirelessly for social unity and linguistic pride.

» He advocated for Assamese language to be the official
language of the state.

= Dr. Mookerjee urged all communities in Assam to embrace the
Assamese language, believing it would foster understanding,
harmony, and shared identity across regions and faiths.

Introduced Assamese in Calcutta University

= As Vice Chancellor of Calcutta University in 1935, he introduced
Assamese language believing every Indian should know
Assam’s history, heritage, and contribution to the freedom
struggle.

» He selected Birinchi Kumar Barua, the first Assamese as a
teacher at Calcutta University.



Transition to Politics:
Influential Voice in the Opposition

Elected as an Independent Candidate

= |nthe 1937 Provincial Elections, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
was elected as an Independent to the Bengal Legislative
Assembly from the Calcutta University seat.

Declined to join Government

= He declined to join the government as the Muslim League
formed the ministry after Congress refused to ally with the
Krishak Praja Party.

Strong voice in Opposition

= From the opposition, he emerged as a strong voice for
constitutional nationalism, exposing the League’s sectarian
governance and erosion of democratic norms. This marked his
clear transition from academia to national politics.
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A Nationaist PIvatform
Entry to Hindu Mahasabha

Drawn to nationalist ideals

= Between 1939 -1940, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee joined the
All-India Hindu Mahasabha, drawn by its nationalist ideals.

* He played a key role at the 21st Session in Calcutta under Veer
Savarkar’s leadership and served as Working President (1940—
44) and Bengal unit head.

First to declare complete independence

= Under his leadership, the Mahasabha became the first party to
declare complete independence from British rule even before
the Congress.
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Finance Minister of Bengal
(1941-1942)

Finance Minister in the Government of Fazlul Haq

= |In December 1941, after the fall of the Muslim League
government, a Progressive Coalition took charge in Bengal
under Fazlul Huq.

* Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee became its Finance Minister, the
sole Hindu Mahasabha member in the cabinet.

Fair and practical approach rooted in national interest

» He upheld fiscal discipline and institutional integrity while
navigating wartime economic pressures.

= Firmly opposing communal bias in policy, his leadership was
widely respected for being practical, fair, and rooted in national
Interest.



When Poet Nazrul wrote a letter of
Gratitude to Dr. Syama Prasad

July 1942
Poet Nazrul was ailing and despite his
family members seeking help from a
number of leading figures of the era who
were in the Government they had to return
with empty platitudes.

Dr Mookerjee, then Bengal's Finance
Minister in the Syama-Huq coalition
ministry, on hearing Nazrul's acute

distress, rushed to his rescue.

Not only did he support his treatment but
also arranged for Nazrul and his family to
spend months convalescing at the
Mookerjee’s country retreat in Madhupur,
then in Bihar, now in Jharkhand.

A grateful Nazrul wrote to him, on how he
respected him most among the members
of the coalition ministry.

He wrote , “/ know that it is we who shall
completely free India, and on that day,
[when India will be completely
independent], Bengalis will remember you
" and Subhas Babu, before everyone else,
you will be the true leaders of this nation.”




Dr. Syama Pr.asad“uat his
retreat in Madhupur



Resignation from
the Bengal Cabinet
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Finance Minister in the Government of Fazlul Haq

= As Finance Minister of Undivided Bengal, Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee stood firmly against British repression
during the Quit India Movement, particularly in Midnapore.

Resigned from the Bengal Cabinet as an act of principle

* |n a letter to Viceroy Linlithgow on 12 August 1942, he
wrote: “The demand of the Congress... constitutes the
national demand of India as a whole... Repression is not
the remedy at this critical hour.”

= He resigned on 20 November 1942, declaring: “Provincial
autonomy under British rule is a mere farce.”

= He later clarified: "My resignation was not due to any
difference with the Chief Minister or any colleague but was
an act of principle.”



Bengal Famine in 1943:
Largest C|t|zen Ied rellef effort

Death and Destruction o

.‘," Over 3 million people died in Bengal, not by flood or drought, -

but by British wartime policies, disaster cover-ups, and e
criminal neglect by the then Muslim League government.

Mismanagement of funds

= Minister H.S. Suhrawardy, in charge of Civil Supplies, was
widely condemned for gross mismanagement and communal
favoritism.

Largest citizen led relief effort

= As the state failed, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee rose alone

aunching Bengal’s largest citizen-led relief effort without

nolding office.

= He set up free kitchens, milk stations, mobile hospitals, and
shelters across the province, from Midnapore to Jalpaiguri.

* When Mahatma Gandhi personally thanked him for his
service, he simply said: “l have only done my duty.”
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Dr. Syama Prasad’s Leadership During
Events Related to Direct Action Day in
Bengal
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Spread of violence and mayhem

= On 16 August 1946, Muslim League’s Direct Action Day
unleashed four days of orchestrated communal violence.

* Under H.S. Suhrawardy, the Muslim League government
declared a public holiday enabling mobs to loot, burn, and
Kill, as the state stood silent. British officials described it as
“unbridled savagery.”

* The horror soon spread to Noakhali with massacres, rapes,
and forced conversions.
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Dr. Syama Prasad championed relief efforts
* In the face of government complicity and collapse, Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee did not retreat.
= He stepped forward:
* Formed the Hindustan National Guard.
» | edrescue, relief, and protection efforts.
= Personally visited riot-hit areas.
= Mobilized civil defense.



Partition of Bengal and role of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
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| Efforts ensured part of Bengal stayed with India

¥ 1= Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Mukherjee West Bengal was
created and remained an integral part of the Indian Union with
Kolkata as it's capital.

* Dr. Mookerjee opposed the inclusion of the whole of Bengal in
Pakistan and advocated the creation of a province as
homeland for Bengali Hindus.

= His forceful, cogent and timely advocacy of the scheme for the

partition of Bengal succeeded in winning over a large number

of his side.

Mobilized public opinion and support of intellectuals

= Dr. Mookerjee met Viceroy Mountbatten and also mobilized
public opinion in favour of the creation of West Bengal by
meeting cross sections of Bengali society including the leading
intellectuals such as R. C Majumdar, Jadunath Sarkar,
Radhakumud Mukherjee, Meghnad Saha, P.R. Thakur and G.
D Birla and others.

= The creation of West Bengal was undoubtedly one of the
greatest achievements of Syama Prasad Mookerjee.



1946: A Nationalist Voice in the
Constituent Assembly
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Eleted to the Constituent Assembly from Bengal,

* |n the wake of Bengal’s collapse and the Calcutta Killings,

=  Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee moved to Delhi, stepping onto

L .

P,::: the national stage.

"';_-, = Elected to the Constituent Assembly from Bengal, he

% became a leading voice for Hindus of East Bengal and a
defender of constitutional nationalism.

Elected to the Constituent Assembly from Bengal,

= He initially opposed Partition, argued for a strong and
sovereign Centre, and warned against federal weaknesses.

* He rejected special rights based on religion, supported equal
citizenship, and opposed separate electorates.

= A firm advocate of civil liberties, education reform, and a
Uniform Civil Code, he stood for a united India rooted in
justice, equality, and cultural integrity.



India’s First
Industry Mlnlster

Architect of Industrial Vision
i = On 15 August 1947, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee became
ndia’s first Minister for Industry & Supply in First Cabinet of
ndependent India.
= He focused on industrial self-reliance, refugee rehabilitation,
and economic stability in a newly independent India.

* Industrial First Industrial Policy

= On 6 April 1948, he introduced India’s First Industrial Policy,
defining a balanced mixed-economy model.

= Landmark PSUs launched during the tenure of Dr.
Mookerjee launched.

Chittaranjan Locomotive Sindari Fertilizer Hindustan Aeronautics
Works Corporation Ltd. Limited
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371,/ = S[yama Prasad “"rmokariee,

Hon' ble Pandit Jawaharlal MNehru,
PFrime Minister,
e ew Dﬂlhit

On 8 April 1950, India and Pakistan signed the Nehru-Liaquat
Pact, pledging equal rights, religious freedom, and protection
for minorities in both countries.

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, then Minister for Industry &
Supply, found the pact insufficient in addressing the urgent
plight of Hindu refugees from East Bengal and resigned.

Resignation Letter of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee



Addressing a gathering in Calcutta
@ v AV e

Parliamentary debates of Dr. Mookerjee
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Statement by Dr. S.P. Mookerjee on his
resignation as Minister of Industry and

Supply

Sir, in accordance with pariamentary convention | rise o
make a statement explaining the reasons which have led to my
resignation from the Cabinet. Let me assure the House that |
have not taken the step on the spur of the moment but after
deep and deliberate thought. It has been a matter of regret to
me that | have not been able to reconsider my decision,
alithough pressed to do so by many for whom | entertain the
despest personal regard. For over 2'2 years it has been my
proud privilege to work as a Minister of the first National
Cabinet of Free India and | have not spared myself in the
discharge of the duties that fell upon me. To me the experience
has been of great value and it has been my privilege to work in
an atmosphere of friendliness and co-operation during one of
the most critical periods in the history of our country. To all
sections of the House | convey my gratitude for the confidence
reposed in me and to Pandit Jawaharial Nehru and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel | specially tender my grateful thanks for the
opportunity they gave me to serve the country under their
leadership. There is nothing of a personal character which has
prompted me to resign and | do hope that those with whom |
have disagreed will appreciate the depth of my convictions just
as | have unhesitatingly appreciated their own. My differences
are fundamental and it is not fair or honourable for me to
confinue as a member of the Govemment whose policy |

'Parilmsnmy Debates, 19 Apri, 1950
175

India, he readily appreciated my standpoint, acknowledged our
differences and agreed to release me from the burden of my
ofﬂcoAnywﬁndrawalatasuhsequentsmgamuumhave
been fair to him or 1o me.

| have never felt happy about our attitude towards Pakistan. It
been weak, halting and inconsistent. Our goodness or
inaction has been intarpreted as weakness by Pakistan. It has
made Pakistan more and more intransigent and has made us
suffer all the greater and even lowered us in the estimation of
our own people. On every imporant occasion we have
remained on the defensive and failed to expose or counteract
the designs of Pakistan aimed at us. | am not, however, dealing
today with general Indo-Pakistan relationship, for the circum-
stances that have led to my resignation are primarily concemed
with the treatment of minorities in Pakistan, specially in East
Bengal. Let me say at once the Bengal problem is not a
provincial one. It raises issues of an all-India character and on
its proper solution will depend the peace and prosperity, both
economic and political, of the entre nation. There is an
important difference in the approach to the problem of
minorities in India and Pakistan. The vast majority of Muslims in
India wanted the partition of the country on a communal basis,
although | gladly recognise there has been a small section of
with national interests and suffered for it. The Hindus on the
other hand were almost to a man definitely opposed 1o partition.
When the partition of India became inevitable, |. played a very
large part in creating public opinion in favour of the partition of
Bengal, for | felt that if that was not done, the whole of Bengal
and also perhaps Assam would fall into Pakistan. At that time
little knowing that | would join the first Central Cabinet, | along
with others, gave assurances to the Hindus of East Bengal,
stating that if they sutfered at the hands of the future Pakistan
Government, il they were denied elementary rights of citizen-

&

177

ship, if their lives and honour were jeopardised or attacked,
Free India would not remain an idle spectator and their just
cause would be boidly taken up by the Government and people
India. During the last 2'2 years their sufferings have been of
a sufficiently tragic character. Today | have no hesitation in
acknowledging that in spite of all efforts on my part, | have not
been able to redeem my pledge and on this ground alone — if
on no other — | have no moral right to be associated with
Govemment any longer. Recent happenings in East Beng.al

3

parochial interests, but for laying the foundations of India's
political freedom and intellectual progress. It is the united voice
of the leaders that are dead and of the youth that smilingly
walked upto the gallows for India's cause that calls for justice
and fairplay at the hands of Free India of today.

The recent Agreement, to my mind, offers no solution to the
basic problem, Thaavilisfardeepsrarﬂmpaiﬂmdan
lead to peace. The establish of a homogs
State is Pakistan's creed and a planned extermination of
Hindus and Sikhs and expropriation of their properties consti-
tute its setied policy. As a result of this policy, life for the
minorities in Pakistan has become “nasty, brutish and short”
Let us not be forgettul of the lessons of history. We will do so at
our own peril. | am not talking of by-gone times; but if anyone

the course of events in Pakistan since its creation, it
wlmmummmhmm«mmww
within that State. The problem is not communal. It is essentially
political. The Agreement unfortunately tries to ignore the impli-
cations of an Islamic State. But anyone, who relers carefully to
the Objectives Resolution passed by the Constituent Assembly
of Pakistan and to the speech of its Prime Minister, will find that
Wwhile talking in one place of protection of minority rights, the
Resolution in another place emphatically deciares “that the

2143L8 — 12
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principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and spe-
clal justice as enunciated by Islam shall be fully observed”. The
Prime Minister of Pakistan while moving the Resolution thus
Spoke:
wwmummmmuruummmdu
neutral the Muslims may be merely free to profess
and practice their religion, because such an attitude on the pan of
the State would be the very negation of the ideals which prompted
the demand of Pakistan and it is these ideals which should be the
comersione of the State which we want to buikd, The State will
create such conditions as are conducive to the building up of a truly
lslamic Soclety which means that the State will have to play a
positive part in this effort. You would remember that the Quaid-e-
Azam and other leaders of the Muslim League always made
unequivocal declarations that the Muslim demand for Pakistan was
based upon the fact that the Muslims had their own way of life and a
code of conduct. Indeed, Islam lays down specific directions for
social behaviour and seeks to guide soclety in its attitude towards
the problems which confront it day to day. Islam is not just a matter
of private beliets and conduct™
In such a Soclety, let me ask in all seriousness, can any Hindu
ewwllw%wmeolaonﬂyinmspmdm

Pakistan only a few weeks ago on the floor of the House and
his words will bear repetition:

“The people of Pakistan are of the same stock as we are and have
the same virtues and failings. But the basic difficulty of the situation
is that the poiicy of a religious and communal State followed by the
Pakistan Govemnment inevitably produces a sense of lack of full
citizénship and a continuous among these who do not
belong to the majority

by Pakistan that is the only
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Letter of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee to Sardar Patel
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His efforts towards sparking a
national awakening of Indian
consciousness continued ...
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Founded Bharatiya Jana Sangh &

Object ;

The object of the Bharativa Jana Sangh is the rebuilding
of Bharat on the basis of Bharativa ‘Sanskriti’ and *“ Maryada®
and as a political, social, and economic democracy granting
equality of opportunity and liberty of individual so as to make
her a prosperous, powerful and wunited mnation progressive,
modern and enlightened, able to withstand the aggressive designs
of others and to pull her weight in the council of nations for the
establishment of the world peace.

Formation of new political party

= After resigning over the Delhi Pact, Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh on 21
October 1951.

= He became its first President, adopting the ‘Deepak’ symbol
as its identity.

* |n the 1952 elections, Jana Sangh won 3 Lok Sabha seats,
including Mookerjee’s own.

Creation of structured opposition

= He then united anti-Congress forces to form the National
Democratic Party (NDP) — India’s first structured
opposition bloc.

* This model laid the foundation for future alliances like
today’s National Democratic Alliance (NDA).



Construct of
Integral Humanism

Integral Humanism presents a balanced vision of
human development that integrates physical,
Intellectual, emotional, and spiritual dimensions.

Deendayal Upadhyaya’s conception of the human
being is not limited to economic utility but is seen as a
holistic entity comprising the body, mind, intellect, and

soul.

This approach sought to
harmonize individual
freedom with social

responsibility, material
prosperity with spiritual
growth, and national
advancement with cultural
integrity.

Dr. Syama Prasad’s vision and speeches reflected a
worldview anchored in the fundamentals of Integral
Humanism. He consistently stressed that India’s
progress must not imitate the West blindly, but should
draw strength from her own cultural and ethical
foundations.

In 1951, when Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee founded
the Bhartiya Jana Sangh, Deendayal Ji became the
first General Secretary of its U.P. branch. He was also
chosen as All India General Secretary.



Antyodaya: Reaching those at the
bottom of the pyramid

“Political and social justice... means equality of
opportunity for all, genuine freedom for self-fulfillment,

irrespective of caste or creed.”
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Agra University, 1940
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Focus on inclusion and access

= The philosophy of Antyodaya, was central to the social vision of
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and later, Deendayal Upadhyaya.

= While Dr. Mukherjee did not use the term directly, his political
and educational work emphasized the need for justice, equality,
and inclusion, especially for marginalized communities.

= His belief in ensuring equal access to opportunity and
development for all citizens reflected the core essence of
Antyodaya.



Dr. Mookerjee and
Dhamma Diplomacy
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~ President of Mahabodhi Society
-V = In 1942, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee became President of

».
& the Mahabodhi Society of India, championing India’s |
civilizational legacy.

Received Buddhist relics at Calcutta Maidan

In 1949, he received the relics of Sariputra and
Maudgalyayana at Calcutta Maidan, handed over by PM
Nehru from the British Museum.

Escorted Buddhist relics to South-East Asi

* In March 1952, he escorted the relics to Myanmar,
Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam, fostering India’s spiritual
ties with Southeast Asia.

Re-enshrined relics at Sanchi

= On returning towards the end of 1952, he re-enshrined them
at Sanchi, during the International Buddhist Conference
being held, restoring India’s custodianship of Buddha’'s
heritage on the global stage.



B

:-b f— . -

D: Mookerjee holding Buddhist relics with
President Dr. S. Radhakrishnan at Mahabodhi
Society, Calcutta.
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Kashmir and Role of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee (1)
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~ Focus on Jammu and Kashmir

-

%= Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee's efforts during the last

;b fifteen months of his life was focused on ensuring full F& =

- 5% accessibility of Constitutional rights conferred on citizens of |
Y4 |ndia to the people of Jammu and Kashmir. ‘

Focus on Constitution & Flag binding us all

= Dr. Mookerjee believed that the Constitution, the national
flag and the elected head of Government were central to
the idea of democracy in India and gave the rallying cry of

'Ek Desh Mein Do Vidhan, Do Pradhan Aur Do Nishaan
Nahin Challenge.’

Supported peaceful satyagraha
= The Jammu-Kashmir Government unleashed

unprecedented oppression on the Satyagrahis, jailing most
of its leaders.
= Dr. Mookerjee identified himself with the Jammu-Kashmir
Praja Parishad led by Prem Nath Dogra which had
aunched a peaceful Satyagraha in support of its demand

for the full integration of the State of Jammu-Kashmir with
the Indian Union.




Kashmir and Role of
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Met with leaders from Jammu and Kashmir
* |n a true democratic spirit, Dr. Mookerjee called for talks and met

Sheikh Abdullah in August 1952 and Yuvraj Karan Singh to find
an amicable solution to the problem.

Continuous Communication
* During January and February 1953 He wrote a series of letters

to Sheikh Abdullah and Jawaharlal Nehru to ensure a fruitful
resolution to this issue.

Now, take the movement which is
going on. This is not the occasion.
when I am going to refer to the detalils.

i I In fact, I was looking forward to a spe~
Statement In Parllament cial debate on that question which the
Prime Minister very kind:y ofTered a

= On 16 March 1953, Dr. MOOKErEE  foa Gays age wher we . were absent.

from this House. It would have been

iIn a statement in Parliament better if that debate could have taken
prllai'e when ;.gehwere pre;ﬁnt here. sg-

. that we cou ave spoken 1o eacl

appealed tO Settle the ISSUe Of other, not in private but on the floor-
of this House, and understood each

Ir i other's viewpoints. But the c¢rux of
Jammu and KaShmIr In a manner the problem on the basis of which the-
movement is going on is the finality

which is fair and just not only to of the accession of the. Jammu and

Kashmir State to Indix. And tnat

I question has got to be seitled in a
the people Of Jammu and KaShmIr manner which is fair and just not only-
to the people of Jamnwu and Kashmir

but also to the people of India. but also to the people of India.



Kashmir and Role of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee (3)

Planned to visit Jammu and Kashmir
= Dr. Mookerjee then decided to visit Jammu and Kashmir in
May 1953 to personally survey the situation.

Left from Delhi with Atalji and others

= On 8 May 1953, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee left Delhi for
Jammu, joined by Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ji and others, on a
mission to oppose Article 370 and uphold one nation, one
constitution.

Sent telegram to Sheikh Abdullah

» He telegrammed Sheikh Abdullah and the Prime Minister:
"My object in going to Jammu is solely to acquaint myself
with what exactly had happened there and the present state
of affairs. It will be my endeavour to ascertain what the
intention of the people of Jammu is, and to find out if at all
there is any possibility of the movement being brought to a
peaceful and honourable end, which will be fair and just not
only to the people of the State but also to the whole of India.’

Addressed large gatherings along the route

= He travelled through Shahabad, Karnal, Panipat, Phagwara,
Pathankot making unscheduled stops to address large
gatherings and reinforcing the purpose of his visit.



Kashmir and Role of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee (4)
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Expected to be stopped
= At that time, it was illegal to enter Jammu and Kashmir without

a permit, so Dr. Syama Prasad anticipated that he will be
stopped.

Allowed to proceed ahead to Jammu and Kashmir

* However, contrary to his expectations, at Pathankot the Deputy
Commissioner of Gurdaspur informed him that he has been
iInstructed to allow him proceed to Jammu and Kashmir.

Allowed to enter Jammu and Kashmir but later arrested

= At first, he was allowed to enter Jammu & Kashmir without
permit but was later arrested by on 11 May 1953 at Lakhanpur
(Madhopur Checkpost), midway between Punjab and Jamm
and Kashmir for entering J&K without a permit under the Public
Safety Act.



DR. MOOKERJEE ARRESTED
A J AMMU BORDER "POL|CE BA?‘ROL JAMMU.

: AMRITSAR, MAY 11. ° | [ITY ,
S DENT.OF THE BHARATIYA JAN SANGH, WAS |- JAMar, ay 11l —Suwops po

i{YAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE, |[PRESI--

ARRESTED THIS EVENING AT LAKHIMPUR, 2 AR -F,e,nro,.“mem bedan. patiol
MILES' INSIDE THE XKASHMIR- STATE | FROM i ) j;”
THE PATHANKOT-JAMMU BORDER AND . lrg mmu| city {oday, e €
TAKEN TO JAMMU SOON AFTER, ACCORDING ' ing tHe an 05_4 of| Dy. SHyama
TO OFFICIAL. INFORMATION AVAIUABLE HERE. [, [ ol & 1 two bthérs
Mr. (Gurudut Vaid, Delhi Jan Sangh leader, and FONNN IR |

- Mr. Tzu-l Chand, Private Secretary to Dr. Mooker_;e PR IP"““"“‘ AR bprder.
- were “lls{; axrested along with Dr. Mookerjée by 1 ~P. T I N\
. Jammu police. - | l | [

Soon ' 'after Dr. Mookerjec and{ e
party < scd tthe Madhoput | " UE
check th had gone half | !
way ovTh brld re, their jeep was '
toppcd yia police party headed |
) the Superintendent-of Folice
f Xathun Distr ct in Jammu, Dr.
fookerje was| ‘served with an
rder that his.entry was -prejudi-
jal to thel security of the: State |
and that * would not be per-
itted to enter ‘the State, | 1

Thc Inspector-General of Police, .

ammu ar d ashmir "Govarn-

ent, and, N\ ulnnn Masudi,
t

1
seneral Sc reta of the Jammu
nd’ I(ﬂlhl\iw ‘}dﬁtlonal Confer-

) present, advised
ookcr ee | ,not to break the

nw and reque tc him to retarn.
Dr. Moo crj .| however, said
hat he ha 1 on a specific

rlsslnn an he was determiied

o enter the-State. Dr. Mookerce,
ir. Vaid anpd |Mr. Tara Ohand
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Dr. Mookerjee was kept in detentlon ina smaII
cottage in Srinagar. It was here that he fell seriously
ill and received indifferent medical attention till his
condition rapidly deteriorated and he eventually died
on 23 June 1953
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Extract from Press Communique
(issued by J&K Govt.)
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At 9 P.M, his general condition was falrly good except" for
low blood-pressure and rapid pulse.

At 11 P.M. oxygen was given to allay restlessness which started
at that time. His bloodepressure fell to 100/80e Glucose with
aminophylline was given Intraven ouslys . N2

At 1 A.M. he got pain in the heart area and became ré_?’ﬂ.f’li-..p
Pulse was feeble and bloode=pressure 90/70. Oxygen was cqntiplhﬂi"

nat B

To relieve pain, Pethidine, one cc, was given. s _ -,-‘:n‘u.‘
At 2,30 AM. hls condition was as aboves t}aéspirﬁhian and
pulse became imperceptible. Coromine and Lmiﬂ_gpha'llini‘ glven

intravenously. o )

3 AMe condition as above. Pulse 2 s¥¥ehtly perceptible.
Oxygen was continued with intravenous coromife given again,

At 3.20 A.M. pulse was agzalh imperceptibles Respiration feeble
and irregular. Oxygen was contintad.
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During his detemticn, DFf. Mockerjee £ been given all amenitics
and medical care. AtWSeXN"P.M. yvesterday he informed his family and
friends*telegraphicaliky that his condition was satisfactory. He sent
the following telegram to his brother, Justice Mookerjeg,in Calcuttas
"gudden dry pleurisy three days ago. Better today. Fever pain
much lessh o Removed hospital, Satisfactory medical arrangements made.

No anxlety+ Specially tell mother."

The Prime Minister, S8heikh lMohammad Abdullahgsand other menbers
of the Cabinet were present at the ailrport when the body was

brought in by an ambulance.



A death that shook the
Nation’s conscience
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A nation in mourning,
Growing demands for enquiry

GF SMT’"S

IANISTRY

s o bl

THROUGHOUT THE STATE Mm ENQUIRY IN THE M

OTHERWISE SITUATION SERIOUS AM,

mmmﬁv
R PRAJA PERISHAD.

F il B2 ! (ﬂulf.g-‘mh—huuth.nnm e banded inm,
) Colegs i), oTios of origin, data. sarvies (uatructions (if Aay)

BCCcompany any cnguiry respecting thie telegram,
X0 &

,.
S\
T, g

DIB u.o. No.

2185~

h

Five patitions placed below wed = the w

in th= memary of Or. Eookariss relats to ths condolsocel
¥ r-u-1-u-|l' 4 e
an’ sbete that an snguiry Committass caonsiat

of sondolsacs :seiL’l:s}‘.’:!H in Aifferent partz of tha'g

Mmagsares

of lfcartial persons ;! ba zat up to bring the t7

gauze of Dr. Eookerjes='s dsath into light. TheSgifar
trongferred to K Section for Hspoaal,

4 | g

-

s

Fojruv- kKisy U,

L...Hi KJiy Ly
a ”L.: L2 ivl L)
D3 - kY L

‘wr*r

= LS}
Refio, w. 43 the facts relating to Or. Mookerjes's daath
have coos oub IRGhS BewStacerS , no acticn need perhans be taloep |

Hay h flad &

Iéi -"q} :‘
\ Pl | e et e i
32
f,: ot B ey 3
| P
‘i& 7;1
- a8
lﬁ- 5. }'




Extract of letter written by
mother of Dr. Syama Prasad
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Life and Legacy of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

(6 JULY 1901 - 23 JUNE 1953)
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