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My dear children,   

Our culture has always 
believed in the saying, 
“Mata, pita, guru, daivam.”  

N.K. Hemalatha, a Tamil teacher, 
has lived up to this. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when schools 
were closed, Hemalatha ji made 
animated videos of the lessons 
and distributed them among her 
students. 

There is also Sripati Tudu, a 
professor of Santhali. After months 
of research, Sripati ji translated 
our Constitution into Santhali. 
Now, many Santhal people can 
finally read about their rights - 
something I wish for every Indian 
citizen to be able to do. 

However, a great teacher is not always found in a classroom.  

Abdul Gafar Khatri, a Rogan artist, has trained over 200 girls in this 
ancient form of cloth painting, giving them a place in a historically 
male-dominant field. Similarly, the Lidi Krou Society of Nagaland aims 
to keep Naga traditions from dying out, by conducting workshops for the 
next generation.

As Gandhi ji said, “A thousand candles can be lit from the flame of one.”  
Learn passionately and teach generously. When you light someone else’s 
candle, it might just become the torch that leads change.   
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Let me tell
you about Abdul Gafur 

Khatri, an artist who fought 
to keep his art relevant. He 
has now popularised it all 

over the world.

ABDUL GAFUR KHATRI
How 

come we’ve 
never even 

heard of most 
of them?

Machine-made 
artefacts have taken 

over the market, Dinesh. 
They are cheap and 

easily available.
Story 
time! 
Yay!

And now, 
we will mix 
the pigment 
into this ball 
of thickened 

oil.  Wow!

The children were learning about 
the various art forms in India.

‘Rogan’ art is an ancient art form that has 
come to India from Persia. Rogan, a mixture 
of castor oil and colour, is used to make 
intricate patterns on fabric by hand. 

In 1965, a baby boy was born into the Khatri 
family. He was named Abdul. He grew up 
watching his family practice Rogan art.

The Khatri family from Nirona village 
in Kutch, Gujarat, has been practising 
this art for many generations. 

Unfortunately, by the late 70s, the art form was almost extinct. 
Nobody

wants to buy
hand-done Rogan art 
anymore. They only
buy fabrics with
machine-printed

designs.

We are
the last family

of Rogan artists in 
India. If we stop, 

this art form
will be lost 

forever. 
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The
drought in

Kutch is getting
worse. Daily labourers 

have no work. How
will my family

survive?

It’s
been a long

time. You’ll need 
to relearn the 
skills of Rogan, 

Abdul.

I need to 
find a way to keep 
Rogan relevant in 

today’s world.

Earlier,
local communities

would buy our fabrics
for clothing and other uses, 
but now machine-made cloth 
has replaced that. We need
to find a new market that

will buy our art
now. 

You’re 
right, 
Abdul. 

Yes, Abbu.
I’ve decided to
dedicate my life
to our art and
do everything

to keep it
alive. 

Soon, Abdul reinvented traditional Rogan designs to include bags, 
bedsheets, jackets, kurtas and more, along with wall hangings.

Soon, Abdul too had to move to the 
city for work. He lived for a while 
in Ahmedabad and then in Mumbai.

In the late 1980s, an order for Rogan artworks 
came from the Gujarat government. Abdul decided 
to return home and work on it with his family. 
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The
new products

are selling out!
Tourists have revived 

business in a
big way. 

Soon, the Khatri family began holding 
demonstration workshops and ‘Question 
and Answer’ sessions with tourists to 
generate more interest in the art form. 

To meet the increasing demand for his art 
pieces, Abdul began training more than 200 
girls from his village. This is a monumental 
step in a traditionally male-dominated field.

In 2014, the art reached the height of 
its prominence when PM Narendra Modi 
gifted one of Abdul’s Rogan paintings 
depicting the Tree of Life to the then 
President of U.S.A., Barack Obama.

For single-handedly reviving 
Rogan art, Abdul was awarded 
the Padma Shri in 2019.

Many members of the Khatri family have also received National Awards. Abdul was 
specially lauded by PM Modi on Mann Ki Baat for his dedication and innovation. 

Today, the Khatri family gets more than 150 visitors 
every day, eager to learn about Rogan art. 

Abdul
has raised

our handicraft to
the level of art. 
People are taking 

notice of us
once again.

You girls have
much more patience

than me and my brothers, 
when we were your

age. Ha ha!
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With so 
much industrial 
development, we 
are disturbing 
nature a lot.

I should put 
my expertise to 

good use and train 
some volunteers 
for emergencies 

like these.

Not true, 
Pooja. We 

cannot rebuild 
monuments, 
but we can 
restore and 

preserve them. 
There’s an NGO 
in Maharashtra 

which has 
cleaned and 
restored a 

centuries-old 
fort.

I have read
that the Taj Mahal

used to be pristine white 
earlier. The pollution over 
the years has caused it to 

become a dull yellow
colour now.

The students were 
in the middle of a 
discussion.

Bandu Dhotre, a native of Chandrapur, Maharashtra, 
had immense love for his homeland and nature.

About a third of the district is under 
forest cover, so humans encountering 
wild animals was a common occurrence.

Trained in disaster management, he was deeply worried about 
the various social and natural issues that the region faced.

But we
cannot fix these 

damages or rebuild
the monument. There

is nothing to be
done.

BANDU DHOTRE
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This lake 
used to be a 

beautiful spot 
earlier.

Let’s 
clean it up 
and make it 
beautiful 

again!

Our goal is
to conserve our

environment and wildlife,
while also being prepared

to manage natural disasters 
and help the civic body

carry out its
responsibilities.

Don’t kill 
that snake, 

tai*. I will take 
it away.

In 2006, Bandu founded an NGO 
called Ecological Protection 
Organisation, also known as Eco-Pro.

As part of Eco-Pro, volunteers would engage 
in a number of activities, like animal rescue…

…conservation... …as well as protests 
and awareness rallies 
for social causes.

*sister in Marathi ^brother in Marathi

Let us set 
up a patrol to 
protect our 
animals from 

poachers.

We will 
also stop 

people from 
cutting down 
trees in the 

forest.

…clean-up drives...

Air pollution
levels in our town

have risen in the last 
few years. Strict action 
must be taken or our 

children’s health 
will suffer.

you are 
right, the air 
is becoming 
worse every 

day.

What 
should 
we do, 
bhau^?
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This is a 
mammoth task, 
but this fort 

is the pride of 
Chandrapur.

Yes, 
we will not 
stop until 
it is clean 

again.

My shop 
is closed today, 
and my son also 

doesn’t have 
school. Can we 

join you?

Sure!

One of the projects adopted by Eco-Pro was 
the cleaning and restoration of Chanda Fort.

Thus, a ten-member team of Eco-Pro 
started cleaning the fort.

After 200 days of continuous work, most 
parts of the fort had been cleaned.

People from all walks of life joined 
Eco-Pro’s effort to restore the fort.

Every weekend and holiday, other 
volunteers would also join the team.

Eco-Pro’s achievement was praised 
by the Prime Minister as well.

We have
come a long way, 

team. I am so proud 
of us, and all the 
citizens who have 

helped us.

Forts are symbols
of our heritage. it is the

duty of all countrymen to keep
our historical heritage safe and

clean. I congratulate the Ecological
Protection Organisation, their
entire team, and the people

of Chandrapur.

Yay!
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DAITARI NAIK

Ungh! 
Aargh!

This is so 
difficult! 

Let me 
tell you 

about Daitari 
Naik, who did 
this every 

day for four 
years. He 

dug through 
rocks, not 

soft ground 
like you 

are doing. 
What he 

achieved was 
incredible.

Daitari Naik lived in the rocky 
and dry village of Talabaitarani 
in Keonjhar district of Odisha.

The Gupt Baitarani river flowed through 
the Gonasika hill behind Daitari’s village.

Life is 
getting so 

tough. Nothing 
grows here 

and people are 
deserting the 

village.

What can 
they do? There 

is no water here. 
Crops grow only 
when it rains and 
even then, there’s 

not enough to 
sell. 

I can
hear the

water gushing 
behind those

hills but not a  
drop comes

here.

If only 
there was

some way to 
make that water 
come here, our 
lives would be 

so easy.

Ha ha!
You should

have been an 
engineer, not 

a farmer.
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Early one morning in 1996, Daitari 
picked up an iron bar and a hoe…

…and set off towards the hill.

when he reached a 
rivulet in the hilL -

The next morning - Daitari dug away at the 
hill every day after that.

It was an amusing 
sight for the villagers.

It 
would be 
a dream 

come 
true.

but 
there is 

No point in 
dreaming, 

Daitari. Where 
are you 
going?

Hmmm.

What are 
you doing? You 
were here all 
day yesterday. 
I can’t see any 

difference.

I want to 
make a channel 
for this water 

to flow down to 
our village. I’m 
going to keep 
digging till it 

happens. 
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Soon, other villagers also 
joined in whenever they could. 

Almost 100 acres of 
Talabaitarani get irrigated 
because of the canal that 
Daitari dug. Within a year, the 
lives of the villagers changed.

Now known as the ‘Canal Man of 
Odisha’, Daitari was awarded the 
Padma Shri in 2019. He was also 
appreciated on Mann Ki Baat.

But Daitari has a request.

Slowly, the rocks began to give way.
for four long years, Daitari dug a 
rough, three-kilometre-long canal 
downhill from the river, until -

But after a while - 

Instead 
of wasting my 
time watching 
him, I could 

help him. 

Water! 
We have 
water!

Now 
we can 

grow crops 
all through 
the year. We even 

have extra 
crops to sell. 
There’s money 
to educate our 

children.

The canal 
has been dug, 
but it needs to 
be maintained. If 
the government 

could reinforce it 
with cement, that 
would be a big 

help.
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In 2012, Kohima -

LIDI KROU SOCIETY
This 
is so 

delicious! 
What is 

it?

I don’t 
know what it’s 
called. Only my 
grandmother 
knows how to 

make it.

The best
way to keep
our culture 
alive is to 
learn and 
practise it. 
A group of 
people in 

Kohima are 
promoting 

Naga culture 
among the 

youth.

You 
should 
try and 

learn the 
recipe.

our 
children have 
no connection

to their 
culture.

Yes,
traditional

clothes, music or 
food dont interest 

my children.

If 
nobody 

learns these 
things, our 
culture will 
slowly be 

lost.

We must
do something to 

pass it to the next 
generation.
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In a bid to save their culture from 
going extinct, the group of women 
started the Lidi Krou Society.

They conducted 
workshops and 
classes for people 
interested in 
learning more about 
the traditional ways 
of the Nagas, like 
their household 
practices…

…cooking their dishes…

Most of the members of the society were 
mothers, who were part of a choir group.

…their music… …their dances...

Let 
me show 
you how 

we pound 
rice.

Let’s 
record 

these songs 
and make an 
album with 

it. Great 
idea!

I have 
had it once, 
it was so 

flavourful!

Now the 
fish is ready 
to be cooked 

inside the 
bamboo.

They 
have trained 
these kids 

well. True. I 
haven’t seen 

such a beautiful 
performance 
of our folk 

dance since my 
childhood.
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Our
traditional weaves

are an important part of 
our identity and heritage.
I always wear these on 

special occasions
and festivals.

I think 
I will wear 

this mekhala* 
to our school 

farewell.

…as well as their clothing and lifestyle. People could earn their livelihood.

Lidi Krou’s mission of reviving 
Naga culture has been a success.

their work could be an 
inspiration to others.

I sold
all the bamboo 

baskets I
made. 

Good!

*a traditional Naga garment, usually worn as a skirt

Friends,
there will be such
cultural styles and

traditions in your region
too. You too can make

such efforts in
your respective

areas. 
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By 
lifting 

chairs?!
Ha Ha Ha! 

Just listen to 
my story and 

you’ll see what 
I mean.

I was
the one who

carried most of the 
chairs from the grounds 
to the hall and sports 
sir was thanking only 
that tenth standard 

Mahesh. You 
never know, 
you might 
become a 

weightlifter, 
Shreyas.

Shreyas was 
in a bad mood.

ten-year-old Martina was watching 
a programme on Indian champion 
weightlifter, Kunjurani Devi.

In 2016, in a remote village of Manipur -

MARTINA DEVI

And 
the winner 
is Kunjurani 
Devi from 
Manipur!

Look, Papa! 
Kunjurani is 

from Manipur. I 
want to become 
a weightlifter 

like her.

Of 
course you 

can! You just 
have to work 

hard.

Don’t you 
carry heavy 

buckets of water 
for me everyday? 

You are my 
strong girl.
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You
have created
39 records

in weightlifting
in 2022 alone. Is
there anything
left for you to

accomplish?

So, 
what comes 

next?

It is the 
World Youth 
Championship 
and then the 

Olympics. 

I know 
I will always 

do better than 
before. 

For Martina, her parents’ confidence 
in her was enough. She began 
training in December that year.

Martina’s immense confidence in 
herself echoes in her own statement.

The fact that Prime Minister Modi has lauded 
her achievements in his radio programme, is 
proof enough of Martina’s success.

That dedication, along with support and 
training at the Sports Authority of India 
(SAI), Lucknow, resulted in many victories.

This 
girl shows 

a lot of 
potential.

Yes, 
she is also 
dedicated 

to the 
sport.

Of course! 
I have a long 
way to go on 

the world stage 
but I know I 

can do it.



If they lose
touch with their 
lessons, how will 

they be ready
for the SSLC 

exams*?

If the
students

cannot come to 
class, the class 

must go to
them.

Sir, who 
was your 
favourite 
teacher in 
school?

It was my Maths 
teacher. She knew

I was weak in Maths so 
she would give me extra 
coaching every Saturday, 

along with a samosa
and a glass of

lime juice!

The story today is 
about a teacher who saw 

to it that despite Covid, her 
students did well in their 

board exams.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, when 
schools were shut down, a teacher 
was worried about her students.

Hailing from a family of educators, 
teaching was Hemalatha’s passion. 

An idea began to take shape in her mind.

This was N.K. Hemalatha. she 
taught Tamil at a government 
school in Villupuram^.

She reached out to one of her old students, Shahul Hameed, a Robotics Engineer. 

*Secondary School Leaving Certificate, also known as the Grade 10 exams ^a district in Tamil Nadu

N. K. HEMALATHA

I want 
to create 

animated video 
lectures for my 
students. Will 

you help?

I’d be 
honoured, 

Miss.

Ha ha!
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Hemalatha recorded over 50 videos, 
doing what she did best - teaching. 

Shahul and a few others animated 
these videos and got them ready.

The videos were uploaded onto 30 pen drives 
and distributed to Hemalatha’s students.

The whole initiative cost several 
thousand rupees, which came out 
of Hemalatha’s own pocket. 

She even called 
her students daily 
to check on their 
progress.

Unsurprisingly, they 
performed well.

Over the years, Hemalatha has received numerous 
awards for her innovative teaching methods.

She remains committed to the field of education and hopes to impact more students.

Open your 
textbooks to page 
33. In this chapter, 

we’ll be learning the 
Thirukkural*.

Any 
doubts 

in today’s 
chapter?

No, 
Miss, it 

was very 
clear. 

Another 
class of yours 
with a full pass 

percentage!

*a collection of Tamil couplets about right living and right thinking

Thank 
you, 
Miss!

My 
students 
always 

make me 
proud. 



Hey, don’t 
throw those 

pencil shavings 
away. I want to 

use them.

For 
what?

Make 
a flower 

with it. Like 
this. 

Look sir, 
Parul has made a 
flower with pencil 

shavings in two 
minutes!

And
I thought
they were 

only meant to 
be thrown

away.

The story 
today is about 

some women from 
Uttar Pradesh who 
converted banana 
stems, that were 
considered as 

waste, into
fibre.

Looks 
like a good 
harvest! Yes,

but look
at all these 

banana 
stems. 

What 
about 
them?

I wish
there was a

way to get rid of 
them. It’s so much 
waste and we have

to pay to get it 
cleared each

time^.

Banana farming was a major 
occupation in the Isanagar 
block of Lakhimpur Kheri*.

*district in Uttar Pradesh ^A banana plant fruits just once. AFTER THAT, the stem is cut   
 down and new shoots ARE allowed to grow into a new plant.

MA SARASWATI SELF HELP GROUP
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What do 
you do with 

these banana 
stems?

We 
throw 
them.

We
would

like to do
something with

it, but we are not 
sure what. We don’t 
want good banana 

stems to go to
waste.

Hmm...
let me see 
what can 
be done.

One day, Arvind Singh, Lakhimpur Kheri’s chief development officer, 
visited the Samaisa village of Isanagar and met the farmers.

We can
extract fibre from

banana stems. Banana fibre
is used in making clothes, bags 
and many other items. I can set 

up an extraction unit in your 
village. Will you take up
the task of extracting

the fibre?

The woman who spoke up was 
Poonam Devi, the president of a
self help group called Ma SaraSwati.

Arvind soon began to look for effective 
solutions to the problem. One day - 

Arvind approached Poonam Devi and her group.
Of course, 

sir. It will give 
us an income 

and also put the 
stems to good 

use. 

I 
think this 
is it. I’ve 
got it!
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Arvind soon procured the 
equipment and set it up in Samaisa.

A few weeks later -

In June 2021 -

The women hope more companies buy the fibre. THIS will not just 
increase their income, but also help handle a huge agricultural waste. 

Today, each of the 40 WOMEN MEMBERS of the 
group extracts four to six kgs of fibre a day. 

And it sure was -

You 
will need to 
undergo an 

online training 
to understand 

how to use
it.

I will
sir, and I will
also help the 

other women get 
trained. We will 
start the work 

immediately.

Poonam 
didi, this 

letter has been 
addressed to 
Ma Saraswati 

group.

I 
hope it 
is good 
news!

A Gujarat-based
company called AltMat

wants 200 kg of banana fibre. 
They are even ready to

give us a token of
Rs 21,000.

We make
Rs 400 to

Rs 600 every 
day. This initiative 
has given us a 

great livelihood 
opportunity.

That’s 
amazing!

This is 
the dried

and separated 
fibre.

This is
excellent. Let me 

send it to companies 
for testing and 

trial and hopefully 
someone may want

to buy it.
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You remember 
back in college we 
would talk about 

doing something for 
our villages. I have 
a project in mind. Do 

you want to work 
with me?

Sir, 
Sharada may 

have to go back 
to her village. 
She doesn’t 

want to.

I do hope 
Sharada doesn’t 

have to leave, but 
Indian villages are 
becoming modern 
too. Two young 

men, Yogesh Sahu 
and Rajnish Bajpai, 
are on a mission 
to transform the 
villages of India 
and are doing a 

great job.

People say
that something

has to be done to
stop this ‘brain drain’.
This ‘brain drain’ can

also become a
‘brain gain’.

What’s
wrong, Sharada? 

You’ve been awfully 
quiet all day.

My mother
says we might

have to go back to
our village next year. 
Can you imagine life 

without parks
or the internet

or you all?

SMARTGAONThe recess was over 
and the children were 
settling back into class. When Nair sir entered the class - 

In 2015, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited San Jose* and gave 
a speech at the SAP centre^.

A few days later, Rajnish 
called up his college friend, 
Yogesh Sahu, a Mumbai-based 
entrepreneur.

The man inspired by the Prime 
Minister’s words was Rajnish 
Bajpai, a software engineer.

Yes sir, 
it will be 

very boring 
for her.

Brain drain
to brain gain -

an interesting idea.
I can also be parT

 of the brain 
gain for India by 

contributing
to her

progress.

Of 
course, 
I do.

*CITY IN CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. ^INDOOR ARENA IN SAN JOSE
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SMARTGAON

You can
register all

your details on this
app. Details of people, 
the number of farms, 
amount of produce, 

school facilities,
etc. 

We will work with you
and the local government to
improve the village, based on

different elements - cleanliness,
health and hygiene, skill

and independence.

ISN’T That great? 
we have been wanting 
more street lights 
and better school 
facilities, but didn’t 

have the means.

Yes, 
Pradhan, we 
will work 
on all of 
that. Once 
the work 

starts, you 
and every 

villager can 
track the 
progress 

on the 
app, leave 
comments 
or even 

complaints 
on it. 

Over the next few months, they had 
multiple discussions and arrived at a plan.

In 2017, they launched the SmartGaon 
Development Foundation and the SmartGaon app.

Armed with the app and plans to change 
the village, the duo reached Taudhakpur 
and called for a meeting of the villagers.

Our aim
should be 
the digital 

transformation
of our 

villages.

We will 
launch an app 

with the help of 
which we will be 
able to improve 

the quality of life, 
infrastructure 
and income in 

villages.

It’s 
time to test 
our plan out. 
Where do we 

start our pilot 
project?

Why not
start it from 

your native village, 
Taudhakpur*? After all, 

your brother is the 
pradhan^, so getting 

support won’t be 
difficult.

Once 
that is done, 

our team 
will do a 
survey to 

understand 
what 

improvements 
are needed 
and then 

work on it 
with your 

help.

*village in Raebareli district, Uttar Pradesh ^village head 



MANN KI BAAT VOL.11

24

There is
a feature called

Business opportunity
on the app. if you want 

to sell any of your 
products, you can do

it through the
app.

On our
app, we have a

Gram Mart feature.
You can put information 
about the produce you 
want to sell. People in 
nearby villages will

see that and
give their
orders. 

Rajnish and Yogesh also 
had a plan to improve 
the income of the 
women in the village.

Over the next few 
years, Rajnish and 
Yogesh replicated the 
success of Taudhakpur 
in 14 other villages.

Today, Rajnish and Yogesh 
are working with over 
20 villages and have 
about 22 start-ups 
collaborating with them.

The SmartGoan venture 
has gained popularity 
over time and even 
found mention in PM 
Modi’s Mann ki baat.

Over the next year, they got internet service 
in the village, street lights, toilets, better 
power supply and better healthcare services.

The duo’s work, however, wasn’t 
done. They soon met up with the 
farmers in the village with a plan.

This is the 
new wifi zone 

for anyone who 
wants to use 
the internet. 

Our 
village has 
completely 

transformed. I 
can’t thank you 

enough for 
your work.

This 
means no 
middle 
men. And 

hopefully 
an increased 

income! 

after 
you attend 
our training 

we can 
connect you 
to people 

and help you 
sell your 

creations and 
increase

your income.

Rest 
assured.

Your village 
will soon have 
clean drinking 

water.

We only 
need your 
support.

Over time, 
we wish to reach 
each and every 
village of the 

country and make 
them all smart 

villages.



I don’t 
like maths, 

but she thinks 
academics is 

more important 
than sports. 

SONALI HELVI
I’m 

joining a 
drawing class 
this summer! 
What about 
you, Dinesh? 

I wanted to 
go for cricket 

coaching, but my 
mother wants me 
to join Abacus* 

classes. 

Your mother
is not the only one

who thinks that, Dinesh.
Let me tell you a story 

about an athlete who went 
against her family’s wishes 

and followed her
heart. 

Sonali was being raised by her 
mother and her older brother. 

Sonali had a natural talent for sports but due to their 
financial situation, her family had other dreams for her. 

Sonali Helvi was born in a rural part 
of Satara IN MAHARASHTRA. Her father 
passed away when she was very young.

*Device used TO perform complex calculations quickly

Sonali,
you’ve been

playing outside
the whole day. You 
should be studying

for your
exam!

I want 
you to study 

hard and get a 
good job. 

Yes, Sonali, 
you must support 
yourself and also 
give me a helping 

hand.

The summer holidays 
were coming and all 
the students were 
excited. 
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We 
won! We 

won!

Sonali
has been
studying 
regularly 
nowadays, 

hasn’t 
she? 

Kho!

Yes, I 
feel bad about 
making her quit 
Kho-Kho but it 
is for her own 

good. 

However, Sonali was a strong-willed 
child. She followed her passion and 
started playing Kho-Kho*. 

Soon, Sonali’s interest turned 
towards Kabaddi**. 

This time though, Sonali did not tell anyone 
at home about her tournaments and training. 

The gifted youngster played and won Gold in her first Junior 
National tournament when she was only in the eighth standard.

*Traditional Indian game played by a row of seated chasers and defenders      ^Mother in Marathi 
**Traditional Indian game consisting of raidING and defending teams

I will
not allow you
to miss school 

for these Kho-Kho 
tournaments. Focus

on your studies,
child. But 

Aai^, I love 
Kho-Kho!

Kabaddi..
Kabaddi..
Kabaddi.

Well 
done, 
girls!
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Look, 
Aai! I won a 

gold medal in 
the Kabaddi 

Junior 
Nationals. 

You’ve 
been 

playing 
Kabaddi? 

Junior 
Nationals?

I know 
you both want 

me to study and 
get a job, but 
that is not the 
path for me. I 
want to pursue 

Kabaddi. 

You have 
made up your 

mind. We will not 
stand in the way 
of your interest 

anymore.

I have a 
headstrong 

sister! But you 
have made us all 

proud today!

After the big win, Sonali knew 
it was time to tell her family.

From then on, there 
was no looking back.

Today, Sonali is known for 
her aggressive raiding 
style and for being an 
excellent all-rounder. 
She follows her passion, 
while balancing her 
education and work. 

Her passion and 
determination were 
celebrated by PM Modi on 
his radio show, Mann Ki Baat. 

Now, Sonali has her eyes 
set on higher goals, like 
getting selected in the 
Indian National Team. 

Sonali started training in earnest 
and became the captain of the 
Maharashtra team in 2008. 

Push
yourself Sonali,

and you will 
reach great 

heights.

Despite
some resistance

from her family and 
community, Sonali has 
proved that where

there is a will,
there is indeed

a way!



It’s so hard 
to understand 

words and make 
sentences. I wish 
they taught us in 

Santhali too. 

Look 
what I 
found.

is this our 
Ol Chiki^ script? 
This is the first 
time I’m seeing

it.

Not everyone
can read English, sujit.

And how will we help them if
we don’t speak their language?

Let me tell you about Sripati Tudu, 
who translated the constitution
of India to Santhali so that his 
community could understand

their rights better.

Sripati Tudu, from West Bengal, was born into the 
Santhal* community. He spoke Santhali at home but 
the medium of instruction at school was Bengali.

A few years later -

Sripati was so excited that he learnt 
the Ol Chiki alphabet in a week.

This was a turning point in Sripati’s life. After 
completing his post graduation in 2013, he went 
on to teach Santhali in a Bengali-medium school...

...then became an Assistant 
Professor of Santhali at a university.

How 
many of you 
are fluent in 
your mother 

tongue?

I 
am.

I can 
only speak, 
not read or 

write.

What is 
the use, sir? All 
important things 
are in English 
these days.Me!

SRIPATI TUDU

*a tribe native to the region, also found in Bangladesh and Nepal
^name of the script for the Santhali language
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There
are so many 

complex words. 
This is aadi jatil 

kami*. 

Sripati had heard of the Constitution 
of India, but it was now that he 
finally got to read it in English. 

In 2003, Santhali was recognised as an official 
language. As government schools started teaching 
it, a demand for Santhali textbooks slowly arose. 

Sripati was one of the academics hired to 
translate existing textbooks into Santhali. 

I must make 
the Constitution 

accessible to my people. 
I will translate it 

into Santhali.

Terms like
‘dual citizenship’

and ‘democratic republic’ 
don’t have equivalents 
in Santhali. I’ll explain 

them as short
phrases instead.

Many challenges surfaced.

But with persistence...

In 2019, after years of teaching 
Santhali and mastering the art of 
translation, he began thinking of a 
project that had never left his mind. 

Soon, the COVID-19 lockdown gave 
him the opportunity to get started. 
He consulted the English, Hindi, and 
Bengali versions of the Constitution. 

*very complicated work

As a historically 
oppressed community,

we Santhals should know
our rights. There are even 

special provisions for 
Scheduled Tribes in the 

Constitution! What a
shame that many

of us cannot
read it.
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How do
I translate

‘Preamble’? Maybe I 
can use ‘botolo’, since 
that means something 

spoken at the
beginning. 

I’ll highlight
the sections

about Scheduled
Tribes and summarise
the important points,

for easy
understanding.

...precision... ...and creativity...

...the translation was 
complete in nine months.

At 34, Sripati has dedicated 
most of his life to Santhali. 

Abo 
Bharat 

ren Disua, 
Bharot mitan 

Aanhut*....

*“We, the People of India, having solemnly resolved to 
  constitute....” this is the first sentence of the preamble.

What 
made you 

pursue this, 
Professor?

It’s a
special type of 

satisfaction to learn
your own language
and teach it to your

own people.

Will 
you be doing 
more such 

translations?

Yes, I
want to translate

classics from 
mainstream literature 

into Santhali. It’s 
a way to bring the 

world closer to our 
language, rather than 
forcing us to leave 

it behind.
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Huh? Did you know 
there is an ancient 

temple in our village? 
This man has posted

a video of it.

One day in class - 

All the others rushed to see the video.

All the young men were part of 
a group called the Yuva Brigade. 
They soon visited the temple.

It was a tough task. The temple 
had been neglected for decades.

In early 2020, in Ganjam village near 
Srirangapatna in Karnataka, some young 
men were scrolling through their phones.Sir,

I read that 
social media

is very 
addictive. Is 
that true?

Yes, Sonal.
But used wisely,

it can be a tool for
knowledge and inspiration. 

Let me tell you about 
the Yuva Brigade* in

Karnataka.

It’s in 
such a bad 

state!

Look 
at this 

statue. It’s 
beautiful.

The 
video said 
the temple 

is over 
300 years 

old!

Okay, 
let’s start! 
I’m going to 
clear up this 

corner.

i’ll 
do this 

one.

This 
is not 
right.

It’s overrun 
with weeds and 

creepers...no wonder 
we didn’t know

about it.

*Youth Group

YUVA BRIGADE
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Oof, 
this tunnel 
is full of 

mud.

Watch 
out! 

Snake!

Since they all had jobs, the 
members of the Yuva Brigade 
worked on the temple on weekends.

Slowly, the beauty of the 
temple began to be seen.

Undeterred, they continued their cleaning.

Soon - The original idols had long been stolen. 
The Yuva Brigade installed new idols, 
repaired damaged walls and after months 
of hard work, the Veerabhadraswamy 
Temple was clean and beautiful again.

Later the same year, the group was praised 
by the Prime Minister on Mann Ki Baat. 

All these 
carvings are so 

intricate.

I’m 
going to post 
this on social 
media...maybe 
others will 

join us.

I saw your 
post. I have a cement 
business. I can help 

with materials for the 
restoration.

I can 
supply 
paints.

When I see the
youth of India, I feel 
delighted and assured 
because they have the 

‘Can Do’ approach and the 
‘Will Do’ spirit in them. No 
challenge is too big for 

them. Nothing is out
of reach.
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