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“Generally speaking, an Indian
university must regard itself as one of
the living organs of national
reconstruction. It must discover the
best means of blending together both
the spiritual and the material aspects
of life. It must equip its alumni
irrespective of caste, creed or sex,
with individual fithess, not for its own
sake, nhot for merely adorning varied
occupations and professions, but in
order to teach them how to merge
their individuality in the common
cause of advancing the progress and
prosperity of their motherland and
upholding the highest traditions of
human civilisation.”

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Youngest Vice Chancellor (33)
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Statement by Dr. S.P. Mookerjee on his
resignation as Minister of Industry and

Supply

Sir, in accordance with parliamentary convention | rise to
make a statement explaining the reasons which have led to my
resignation from the Cabinet. Let me assure the House that |
have not taken the step on the spur of the moment but after
deep and deliberate thought. It has been a matter of regret to
me that | have not been able to reconsider my decision,
although pressed to do so by many for whom | entertain the
deepest personal regard. For over 2'2 years it has been my
proud privilege to work as a Minister of the first National
Cabinet of Free India and | have not spared myself in the
discharge of the duties that fell upon me. To me the experience
has been of great value and it has been my privilege to work in
an atmosphere of friendliness and co-operation during one of
the most critical periods in the history of our country. To all
sections of the House | convey my gratitude for the confidence
reposed in me and to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel | specially tender my grateful thanks for the
Opportunity they gave me to serve the country under their
leadership. There is nothing of a personal character which has
prompted me to resign and | do hope that those with whom |
have disagreed will appreciate the depth of my convictions just
as | have unhesitatingly appreciated their own. My differences
are fundamental and it is not fair or honourable for me to
continue as a member of the Government whose policy |
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cannot approve of. In all faimess to the Prime Minister | should
state that when | communicated my decision to him on 1st
April, even before the Prime Minister of Pakistan arrived in
India, he readily appreciated my standpoint, acknowledged our
differences and agreed to release me from the burden of my
office. Any withdrawal at a subsequent stage would not have
been fair to him or to me.

| have never felt happy about our attitude towards Pakistan. It
has been weak, halting and inconsistent. Our goodness or
inaction has been interpreted as weakness by Pakistan. It has
made Pakistan more and more intransigent and has made us
suffer all the greater and even lowered us in the estimation of
our own people. On every important occasion we have
remained on the defensive and failed to expose or counteract
the designs of Pakistan aimed at us. | am not, however, dealing
today with general Indo-Pakistan relationship, for the circum-
stances that have led to my resignation are primarily concemned
with the treatment of minorities in Pakistan, specially in East
Bengal. Let me say at once the Bengal problem is not a
provincial one. It raises issues of an all-india character and on
its proper solution will depend the peace and prosperity, both
economic and political, of the entire nation. There is an

important difference in the approach to the protlem of

minorities in India and Pakistan. The vast majority of Muslims in
India wanted the partition of the country on a communal basis,

When the partition of India became inevitable, |. played a very
large part in creating public opinion in favour of the partition of
Bengal, for | felt that if that was not done, the whole of Bengal
and also perhaps Assam would fall into Pakistan. At that time

little knowing that | would join the first Central Gabinet, | along
with others, gave assurances to the Hindus of East Bengal.
stating that if they suffered at the hands of the future Pakistan

that
Government, if they were denied elementary rights of citizen-
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ship, if their lives and honour were jeopardised or attacked,
Free India would not remain an idle spectator and their just
cause would be boldly taken up by the Government and people
of India. During the last 2V years their sufferings have been of
a sufficiently tragic character. Today | have no hesitation in
acknowledging that in spite of all efforts on my part, | have not
been able to redeem my pledge and on this ground alone — if
on no other — | have no moral right to be associated with
Government any longer. Recent happenings in East Bengal
have however overshadowed all their past woes and humilia-
tion. Let us not forget that the Hindus ot East Bengal are
entitled to the protection of India, not on humanitarian consider-
ations alone, but by virtue of their sufferings and sacrifices,
made cheerfully for generations, not for advancing their own
parochial interests, but for laying the foundations of India’s
political freedom and intellectual progress. It is the united voice
of the leaders that are dead and of the youth that smilingly
walked upto the gallows for India’s cause that calls for justice
and fairplay at the hands of Free India of today.

The recent Agreement, to my mind, offers no solution to the
basic problem, The evil is far deeper and no patchwork can
lead to peace. The establishment of a homogeneous Islamic
State is Pakistan's creed and a planned extermination of
Hindus and Sikhs and expropriation of their properties consti-
tute its settled policy. As a result of this policy, life for the
minorities in Pakistan has become “nasty, brutish and short”
Let us not be forgetful of the lessons of history. We will do so at
our own peril. | am not talking of by-gone times; but if anyone
analyses the course of events in Pakistan since its creation, it
wﬂlummmmm&mmmmmfww
within that State. The problem is not communal. it is essentially
political. The Agreement unfortunately tries to ignore the impli-
cations of an Islamic State. But anyone, who refers carefully to
the Objectives Resolution passed by the Constituent Assembly
of Pakistan and to the speech of its Prime Minister, will find that
while talking in one place of protection of minority rights, the
Resolution in another place emphatically declares “that the

2143LS — 12 .

178

principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and spe-
cial justice as enunciated by Islam shall be fully observed”. The
Prime Minister of Pakistan while moving the Resolution thus
spoke;
“You would also notice that the State is not to play the part of a
neutral observer wherein the Muslims may be merely free o proless
and practice their religion, because such an attitude on the par of
the State would be the very negation of the ideals which prompted
the demand of Pakistan and it is these ideals which should be the
comerstone of the State which we want to build. The State will
create such conditions as are conducive 1o the building up of a truly
Islamic Society which means that the State will have to play a
positive part in this effort. You would remember that the Quaid-e-
Azam and other leaders of the Muslim League always made
unequivocal declarations that the Muslim demand for Pakistan was
based upon the fact that the Muslims had their own way of Iife and a
code of conduct. Indeed, Islam lays down specific directions for
social behaviour and seeks to guide society in its attitude towards
the problems which confront it day to day. Islam Is not just a matter
of private beliefs and conduct.”
In such a Society, let me ask in all seriousness, can any Hindu
axpect to live with any sense of security in respect of his
cultural, religious, economic and political rights Indeed our
Prime Minister analysed the basic difference between India and
Pakistan only a few weeks ago on the floor of the House and
his words will bear repetition:

“The people of Pakistan are of the same stock as we are and have
the same virtues and failings. But the basic difficulty of the situation
is that the policy of a religious and communal State followed by the
Pakistan Gow nt inevitably prod a sense of lack of full
citizénship and a continuous insecurity among those who do not
belong to the majority community”.
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Now, take the movement which is
going on. This is not the occasion.

aaa ﬁ a;a ZI whefn | mIn goinlg tlt: reffr to t!:letgetalls.
In fact, was looking forwar a spe-

u 3:||El a—';l a:ug‘;ii aqqa cial debate on that question which the
16 1953 gT ﬁ frims Minister ;ery kind:y nfl'e::d a
m‘_ g:ﬁq‘ gq% ew days ago when we were absent.

ﬂ- ({en q¢dcq Jfr a;Q from this House. It would have been

aﬁ. .Q@. Flﬂa'? Eﬁl’ 3Tcﬁ3|- better if that debate coul?! have taken
@f ‘H("|$'||°'| place when ;;ehwere present here, sg-

that we cou ave spoken 1o eac
Eﬁ]’ ,§|| o] chq(»{ Il F -a—TQJ:hT a; (_v||3|| other, not in private but on the ﬂootl;'
each

of this House, and understood
ﬁ'@ Fﬂj'n' ﬁ'@ other’'s viewpoints. But the c¢rux of
a; c||(vch S-INd ch a; the problem on the basis of which the-

3%-(—_'- 3ﬁ-2- movement is going on is the finality
aﬂ- o-i‘lllal'{-ldl(‘l ﬁl of the accession of the., Jammu and
Kashmir State to Indix. And tnat
question has got to be seitled in a
manner which is fair and just not only-
to the people of Jamnwu and XKashmir

but also to the people of India.
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R. silYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE, [PRESI-- Ny
DENT OF THE BHARAIYA JAN SANGH, WAS  -|. JaMyue, pray 11l —5wops P

ARRESTED THIS EVENING AT LAKHII\‘IPUR 2 ‘ St ena al.xol
MILES! INSIDE THE KASHMIR- STATE @ FROM S Ef'““’ AR R 8
THE PATHANKOT-JAMMU BORDER AND . | ling mmu/| city foday, 1oy
TAKE TO JAMMU SOON ATTER, ACCORDIN(J \ ing tHe an os_J of | Dy. SHyuma
TO OFFICIAL. INFORMATION AVAIUABLE HERE. [, [ ol & 1 two bthérs
MYy. Gurudut Vaid, Delhi Jan Sangh leader, and AR \ |

- Mr. T:u-I Chand, Private Secretary to IIr. Mooker_;e PR IP““"‘"}‘ LJathmu. bprder.
were ‘il{) axrested along with Dr. Mookerjée by ~P.T.I.. '
. Jammu police. i AR : I : ! | AR N
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Soon 'nt‘tc. |J,. Mookerjee and |
party < scd ‘ithe .  Madhoput | -
check th had gone half| |
way o th brldge. their jeep was '
toppcd y a police par headced

the dperintendent'of Folice

Rf Kathua Distr ct In Jammu, Dr.
lookerje “nsj ‘served with an
rder that his.entry was -prejudi-
jlal to the| security of the; State
aind that * would not be per-
itted to enter tthe State, | 1

The Inspector- -General of Police,
ammu  and ashmir ‘Govarn-
ent, and M ulnn‘t Masudi,
seneral Sc reta of the Jnmmu
nd’ Knlhq:Iw ‘}dﬁtlonal Confer-
present, advised
r. ookcr ee §y not to break the
aw and re ucltcd him to retarn.
| Dr. MookKer] q.|howcvcr. said
hat he ha 1 on a specific
Fulssk)n an he was determined

o enter th Stntc‘ Dr. Mooker)ce,
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aken Into custade e

vere then
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At 9 P.M, his general condition was falrly good except for
low blocd-pressure and rapid pulse.

At 11 P.M. oxygen was given to allay restlessness which started
at that time. His blood=pressure fell to 100/80, Glucose with
aminophylline was given Intraven ouslya L s

At 1 A.M. he got pain in the heart area and became ra_sﬂfii-u
Pulse was feeble and blood=pressure 90/70. Oxygen was canti.’lmhdl’

1

To relieve pain, Pethidine, one cc, was givel. Vg ¥ -,,*f!--‘._l

At 2.30 A.M. his condition was as above. (fRespiration and
pulse became imperceptible. Coromine and Aminophylldne given
intravenously. P ;

3 AM. condition as above. Pulsg.ﬁ_ga s¥¥ehtly perceptible.
Oxygen was continued with intravenous pnru;llme given again,

At 3.20 A.M. pulse was agalh imperceptibles Respiration feeble
and irregular. Oxygen was contintad.

A0S 1 . e ; . T 3 i
e’ MRellle ¥ . i ) SeODDE0e

o 3 ol
During his detemticn, Df. Mockerjee / been given all amenitics
and medical care. AtWSeXN"P.M. yvesterday he informed his family and
friends*telegraphically that hls condition was satisfactory. He sent
the following telegpam to his brother, Justice Mockerjee,in Calcuttas
"gudden dry pleurisy three days ago. Better today. Fever pain
much lesss s Removed hospital., 8Satisfactory medical arrangements madee.
No anxlety+ Specially tell mother."

ungalow has als L el nd 1s a panying th \
The Prime Minister, S8heikh lMohammad Abdullahgsand other menbers
of the Cabinet were present at the ailrport when the body was

brought in by an ambulance.
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